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· If we could magically look down on our solar system, we would see that the half of the Moon facing the Sun is always lit. But the lit side does not always face the Earth! As the Moon circles the Earth, the amount of the lit side we see changes. These changes are known as the phases of the Moon and it repeats in a certain way over and over.
· The Moon takes approx. 27-30 days to orbit the earth
· Moon appears to change shape from 1 day to the next; these are the phases of the moon
· The moon doesn’t change shape, only appears to
· [image: C:\Users\id20185\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\S349DX94\MC900441149[1].jpg]It doesn’t give off any light of its own, it reflects the light of the sun
· There are 8 phases


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Cartoon of Moon-Earth Orbit, illustrating the phases of the moon. The 
cartoon is labeled Moon-Earth-Sun as viewed from above our solar system.  The 
Earth sits in the center of eight images of the moon at different places in 
the lunar cycle.  To the right the Sun shines on the Moon Earth system.]	
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